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annual Seedlisting. The second trip focused on collecting wild species of 
bean, believed to be greatly under�represented in global gene bank 
collections at the time. Since that time, NS/S staff have completed several 
more large collecting trips, including a multi-year program in New 
Mexico. These focused efforts, coupled with Barney's and Mahina's 
opportunistic collecting when they run across something unique or not­
represented in the collection, have brought the total holdings' in our seed 
bank to nearly 2000. In 2001, NS/S began the first of what we hope to be 
many trips to return seeds of those original collections to the individuals 
or communities from which they were collected years before, thus 
completing the circle. 

SAN JUAN'S DAY 
Our beginnings ... 

Southwestern tribes have long anticipated and honored the life-giving summer storms on June 24th, San Juan's 
Day. Traditionally a day of celebration and ceremony, NS/S chose this day to announce its beginning in 1983. 

(The following is an excerpt from the 1983 Fall Equinox Seedhead News, Number 3) 

Native Seeds/SEARCH chose San Juan's Day to introduce itself to Tucson by hosting an evening open house at 
the Tucson Botanical Gardens. Over 500 guests enjoyed activities and entertainment. Seed packets, desert foods 
and Mexican Indian crafts were sold to visitors. Small groups were given tours of the Native Seeds/SEARCH 
desert crops display. Our guest speaker was Laura Kerman, an elderly Papa go farmer who spent most of her life 
in the tiny village of Topawa, Arizona. Seated at the edge of the garden framed by an arbor of flowers and 
greenery, Laura recounted from her youth the entire summer rainy season cycle. After Laura's talk, Mahina 
Drees played her guitar and sang songs about the desert seasons. 

We wish to thank all the folks who contributed to the enormously 
successful evening; Rodney Engard, Lois Haight, Charlie Miksicek, 
Alison Galloway, Susan Kunz, Rose Houck, Mary Wilkens, Tony Edlund, 
Mary Erickson, Betsy Evans, Francis Manual, Jeremiah Teague, Judy 
Ratcliff, Ed Stiles and Kay Mirocha were all tremendous help. (Many of 
the folks who helped out in 1983 continued to be a part of the NS/S 
community for many years. In fact, Mmy Wilkins worked in the 
seedbank in 2002 and Mary Erickson and husband Fiet Van de Mark 
are busy organizing unique tours to benefit NS/S.) 

2002 - 20 years later ... 

Over 100 members and friends attended a San Juan's Day celebration 
at the Native Seeds/SEARCH Conservation Farm in Patagonia. The day 
began with a blessing by Tohono O'odham elders Danny and Frances 
Lopez. Danny talked about the significance of the land to the crops and 
the people. Frances sang in the O'odham language as participants held 
hands and walked together in a circle. Following the ceremony, 
participants had their choice of a farm tour, bean planting or seed 
cleaning and tool organizing in the barn. Some folks did all three not 
wanting to miss oun At noon, a third table was added to the potluck 
buffet in order to fit all the delicious contributions. Volunteers and staff 
worked in the fields until mid-afternoon before returning to Tucson. 
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Mahina Drees, Mary Wilkens, and volunteer 

cleaning seeds in the early 80's. 

Celebrating SJD in the new barn in 2002 
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR! 

Dear members, 

We'd like to introduce Kevin Dahl, our new Executive Director. Some of you may remember Kevin 

from the early days at NS/S. He was hired in 1986 as Newsletter Editor and had at least 5 
different titles throughout his 11 years. We hope he'll keep his new title for many years to come. 

Kevin left NS/S in 1997 to pursue an interest in local conservation efforts, first as executive 
director of the Tucson Audobon Society (a large and active group because the extremely 

interesting birds around here have a worldwide following), and then working for Pima County in 
natural resource protection, managing 37,000 acres of parklands and preserves. 
Here's what he has to say about his new job at an old place ...... 

I return to NS/S as both an oldtimer and newcomer. As an oldtimer I can tell you I was around when we opened our first 
office and demonstration garden. As a newcomer I have been delighted to meet p eople new to me who are at the heart 
of this dynamic organization, including our committed and thoughtful board members, our talented and dedicated staff, 
and our regular volunteers who could make other nonprofit groups green with envy. 

As an oldtimer who remembers many other introductions, I recall most fondly what happened at the first meeting of the 
Traditional Native American Farmers Association. Forty farming families from Arizona and New Mexico, along with a 
handful of NS/S staff and volunteers, gathered to discuss common issues. The fifteen minutes we budgeted for brief 
introductions blossomed into more than four hours, becoming for me the most memorable p art of the entire conference. 
As p articip ants spoke at length and with great deliberation, tribal members revealed clan affiliations (and thus found 
"new" relatives in these ancient connections), f armers spoke with passion about continuing their traditional practice of 
raising food, and some very funny true-life (maybe) stori es were told. 

As a newcomer I look forward to meeting and exchanging such stories with f armers, gardeners, members and 
supporters such as yourself. I hop e you will introduce yourself to me the next time we have an opportunity to meet -
p erhaps at the upcoming Flavors of the Desert, or sometime when your travels bring you to Tucson. 

FISCAL YEAR 2002 FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE HIGHLIGHTS 

In FY02 we achieved the growth in revenues needed to accomplish the ambitious objectives of our Conservation Program. The 
portion of revenues devoted to the Conservation Program continues to rise, reaching 66% in FY02 (and budgeted at 70% for FY03). 
Additionally, we used deferred revenues (money raised in a previous year) to improve facilities at our Conservation Farm. We built 
a 3000 square foot barn, prepared new fields for use and added to the irrigation infrastructure. An important component of our 
success which does not appear in our financial statement are the thousands of hours of work provided by volunteers, thank you! 

We are grateful to our members, donors, foundation supporters and the efforts of our Distribution Department (retail and catalog 
sales) for providing the funds to help us accomplish our mission. We must continue to diversify our revenue sources and build on 
our base, esp ecially by adding members and donors to assist in our efforts. 

FY02 Uses of Funds FY02 Sources of Funds 

7% 

15% 

Conservation 66% 
Fundraising 1 5% 
Administration 1 2% 
Membership 7% 

Total Earned Revenue $998K 

Total Expenses $862K 

Change in Net Assets + $136K (compares to -$20K in FYOI) 
$76,000 of FY02 revenues are pledged for crop regeneration in FY03. 

Foundations 54% 
Members & Donors 34% 
Seed & Product Net sales 8% 

54% Other (investment, inkind) 4% 

Note: figures above are based on audited financial statements which are available upon request. 

6 



CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SEED CONSERVATION 

FLAVORS OF THE DESERT 2003 

JOIN US APRIL 4TH FOR THE 5TH ANNUAL FLAVORS OF THE DESERT DINNER 
.. ",. i:} 

CO-FOUNDER GARy NABHAN Wiii'B{J1!JJ(EYNOf! Sf EAKER 
AND A SLIDE SHOW WILL JUGHLIGHT 20·:l\EARS' OF (ZONSERVAIION WORK. - I; , C/f 'j?-V� 

�-' <�!�l!\ >'�'t' ! ,�lf 
" "'vt�� 

FOR RESERVATIONS AND INFORMNfION CALL 520-622-556l. 
TABLES ARE FILLING FAST SO CALL TODAY! 

City of Tucson 

Dearing Automotive, Inc. 

Desert Diamond Casino 

Tucson Audubon Society 

So/ipaso 

Unknown Mexico 

US Bancorp Piper Jaffray 
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EARLY PLANTING MAN. 

This representation of a traditional farmer was drawn by 

contemporary artist Kay Sather based on elements found in 

the beautiful pottery of the ancient Mimbres of southern New 

Mexico. 

The sun shines down on planting man nurturing a seed, seedling 

and flowering plant. The logo depicts the necessity of human interaction for the 

survival of native agricultural crops. We like to think we domesticated them, 

but they domesticated us as well! 

TWENTY YEARS AGO THE 4 FOUNDERS TALKED ABOUT THE NEED TO PRESERVE 
THE DESERT CROPS. THE SUCCESS OF THEIR WORK IS EVIDENT TODAY IN OUR 

SEEDBANK. THE COLLECTION NOW HOLDS OVER 2000 ACCESSIONST 

Keepin g Alive Foo d Option s  in Deserts: 
Native Seeds/SEARCH (originally printed in 1983) 
"In keeping alive indigenous crops adapted to arid environments," Native Seeds Searcher Karen 
Reichhardt tells us, "we can contribute to the conservation of other resources as well." So begins the 

working premise of a new non-profit organization based in Tucson, Native Seeds/SEARCH. It is devoted 
to saving two scarce resources whose destinies are linked in deserts: drought hardy seedstocks and water. 

"Our native crops are already well-adapted to growth during the brief rainy seasons here. They tolerate 

the temperature extremes and alkaline soil characteristics 

of the deserts," observes Mahina Drees, a gardener and 

NS/S board member. Certain ones even show some 

tolerance to pests and diseases that can become chronic 

problems in this area." 

According to archaeologist Barney Burns, certain Sonoran 

food plants were cultivated in this desert region as early 
as 300B.C. It's no wonder they are able to produce on 

limited soil moisture, with remarkable water use 

efficiency. 

Surprisingly, Native Seeds/SEARCH is the first Corn harvest in Mexico 

organization ever devoted to conservation, research and 
education regarding these crops. An outgrowth of the Meals for Millions Seed Bank Project, it will be 

taking over the display of Indian crops and their wild desert relatives at Tucson Botanical Gardens, and 

seeking out seeds of many more varieties. Beginning with its June 24th open house at the Gardens, seeds 
of more than 4 5  Southwestern crop varieties will be made available for growing by desert gardeners. 

- Gary Nabhan 
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• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

: News and Notes 
• 
• :We bid a fond farewell to Todd Horst, who has 

• been NS/S' s Operations Coordinator for three years. 
• Todd has contributed so much to our organization, 
• 
• assisting us in becoming more professional, better 
• organized, more effective in our planning and 
: budgeting, and just a much stronger organization all 

• around. In addition to his office responsibilities, 
: Todd and his wife Susie spent many, many 

• Saturdays volunteering at the Conservation Farm. :We will miss your calm voice, diverse skills and 
• great food. T hank you, Todd. 
: We all wish you well in your new ventures. See you 

• at the farm this summer! 
• 
• 
·New faces on the staff roster include Kristen 
:Johnson, Seed Technician. Kristen's experience as 

• a botanist with various organizations as well as 
: assistant curator for the University of Arizona's 

• Herbarium will benefit NS/S as she works in our 
• 
• Seed Bank. 
• 
:Michal McKenzie joined the staff as Operations 

• Coordinator. She has worked in nonprofit 
: administration at the Amazon Foundation, the 

• Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum where she was : Director of Guest Services, and Primavera Services. 

• :The Conservation Farm in Patagonia is being looked 

• after in the "off' season by David Esser, Caretaker. 

WISHLIST 

o We are in search of an experienced artist who 
would love to volunteer. We need help painting our 
mission statement on the wall of the 4th Ave. store 
in Tucson. If you are interested contact Cassandra at 
520-622-5561, cjohnson@nativeseeds.org. 

o Used Golf Cart in working condition for 
Conservation Farm 

o Text Scanner compatible with Windows OS 

o Picnic Tables with benches 

HOLIDAY GIFTS 

Donations were made (gifts of $10) in honor of Bob 
& Margie Julian, Kashyap & Lee Jetly and Dawn 
Stewart by Elizabeth Bollinger . 

A gift of $100 was made in honor of their daughter, 
Kathy Katzung by Alice & Bert Katzung. 

Hopi Chinmark Com was adopted in honor of The 
Rose Family by Karen & Bill Morris. 

A gift of $100 was made in honor of Julie Kentnor by 
her parents, Charlie & Elen Kentnor. 

A gift of $100 was made in honor of the Kentnor 
Family by Jane & George Dean. 

Dee & Tim Randall made a gift of $25 to adopt the 
Hopi Chinmark Com in the name of Jane Hatheway 
Randall. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

UNIQUE CHACO . CANYON & CANYON DE CHELLY TOUR 
APRIL 27-MAY 4 2003 

IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO SIGN Up! 

�oin second generation Chaco archaeologist Dr. Gwinn Vivian, NS/S staff and Navajo guides on a journey through some 
of the most beautiful and amazing places in the west. Dr. Vivian will take you to canyons rarely visited by other travelers. 
You will explore Chacoan sites, learn how native farmers adapted to the harsh environments, and examine the mystery 
of what might have happened to the vanished Chacoan civilization. 
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Contact Piet Van de Mark and Mary Erickson for more information 1-520-887-2340 
Email: piet@baj�sfrontiertours.com Proceeds benefit Native Seeds/SEARCH 



Board of Directors: Chair, Ed Hacskaylo; 
Vice Chair, Barney T. Burns; Secretary, Jane 
Evans; Treasurer, Don Falk; Directors, Jacob 
Bernal, Mahina Drees, Dody Fugate, Phyllis 
Hogan, Robert Martin, Bill Roe, Janos Wilder 

The Seedhead News 

Native Seeds/SEARCH 
conserves, distributes 
and documents the 
adapted and diverse 
variet�es of agricultural 
seeds, their wild relatives 
and the role these seeds 
play in cultures of the 
American Southwest and 
northwest Mexico. 

Staff: Executive Director, Kevin Dahl; 

Director of Conservation, Suzanne Nelson; 

Collections Manager, Alice Traut; Crop 

Curator & Conservation Farm Coordinator, 

Colin Khoury; Seed Technician, Kristen 

Johnson; Distribution and Retail Manager, 

Julie Kornmeyer; Distribution Assistants, 

Betsy Armstrong, Marilyn Klepinger; Retail 

Assistant, Cassandra Johnson; Director of 

Membership, Shannon Scott; Development & 
Media Coordinator, Evelyn Rens; Operations 

Coordinator, Michal McKenzie; Volunteer 

Coordinator, Diana Peel; Bookkeeper, Molly 

Bianculli; Office Coordinator, Marietta Brady 

published quarterly by 
Native Seeds/SEARCH 
contents copyright 2003 
ISSN 1083-8074 

Mailing and Store Address: 
526 N. 4th Avenue 
Tucson , Arizona 85705-8450 

Phone (520) 622-5561 
Fax (520) 622-5 591 
website: www.nativeseeds.org 
e-mail: info@nativeseeds.org 

4th Avenue Store Hours: 

WE MISTAKENLY NUMBERED THE LAST ISSUE AS 80 AND IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN 79. OUR APOLOGIES TO THOSE OF YOU TRYING TO KEEP TRACK OF THINGS. 

Monday--Saturday 
10 a.m.--5p.m. 
Sunday, noon--4 p.m. 

THANKS TO THE 
SUPPORT OF OUR 

MEMBERS 
WE HAVE DOUBLED OUR 

CONSERVATION FARM 
HARVES T  EACH YEAR. 

Imagine what we could do if we 
doubled our membership! 

Join the Grow a Friend 
campaign by inviting a friend to 
become a new member today! 

Donation/Membership Form 
Native Seeds/SEARCH 

D Gift D New member D Renewal 
DSunflower Guild ($lOOO/year) 
DCorn ($500/year) 
DChile ($250/year) 
DBean ($ 1 OO/year) 
DGourd ($45/year) 
DSquash ($25/year) 

D Native American outside Greater Southwest ($20) 
D Native American within Greater Southwest (free) 

Please list tribal affiliation -------------
Outside the U.S., please add $10 to all levels 

D Donation ($ ____ ) 
D Check here if you do not want your name exchanged 

with other groups who share our view of the world. 
Name (s) _________________ _ _ 

Address _________________ _ ___ 

City _________ -""St"" a"' te"----__ ----'=Z!.!,jip"--___ ___ 

Email address ________________ _ 

Payment method D check D money order 
credit card: D Visa D MasterCard D DiscoverlNovus 
Card No. _________ ____ --"'E""'xp=... __ ----L/ __ 

Signature __________________ __ 

1 1  



An content �2002 
Native Seeds/SEARCH 
Site by Odhsf 

TItrough seed conservation and community interaction 
Native Seeds/SEARCH works to protect crop biodiversity 
and to celebrate cultural diversity_ Fmd out more about 'US 
and om- mission. 

Our Seedbank: Conserving a living legacy 
TI,e NS/S Seedbank houses, for future 
generations, the seeds of crops and wild 
plants traditionally used as food, fiber and dyes by prehistoric and more recent 
cultures inhabiting the arid southwestern 

U.S. and northwestem "Nlexico. Leam more 
Get involved in conservation: Adopt-a-Crop 

You'll directly support native plants in the 
field, keeping their seeds alive for fuMe 
generations. After harvest, we'll send you a 
report, including a picture, about YOLU· 
chosen plants growth to maturity. For a 
donation of $1 00 or more we will even 

send you a packet of the newly harvested seeds! Find out 
more about Adopting a Crop 

Native Seeds/SEARCH 

526 N. 4th Avenue 

Tucson, Arizona 85705 

One of the grealt Native American 
contributions to the cuisines of the 
world. A widely used fruit high in 

: �i;:���,;:, �h��e�e���Y a
i �ihape, 

, flavor.View items in this co!lteqory, 
or browse the. seed collectioo, 

Crafts for any occasion 
Torahumara basketry from $2.00 

"""'""" �::!�"'N� cl:�.;��= 
�;!.50 

�I,r� 

"""" 

ORDER SEEDS ONLINE -
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 

www.naliveseeds.org 

Web Only Seedsl 

Newly cleaned and 
processed seeds, which 
were not ready in time 
for the catalog printing, 
are now available on our 
web site. look for "web 
only" bean, squaSh, 
gourd and corn listings 
from our harvest of 
2002. 
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